Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2015 


https://archive.org/details/literarygovernor74mont 


3 1833 


01785 


7480 


▼ 

f * 

A Literary  Governor- 


Paper  Read  Before  the 
Lebanon  County  Historical  Society 
November  10,  1916 


genealogy 

974 . 801 

L49L 

V.7, 

NO.  4 


^BY 

Hon. , THOMAS  LYNCH  MONTGOMERY,  LittD., 
Harrisburg,  pa. 


VOL  VII.  No.  4 


•# 


/ 


i • \ \ ! ' i \ \ 'i  r \ < k i k , 1 . 1 . . | ) 


> \ \i  i 


ft) ten  County  Public  libraiy 
900  Webster  Street 
PO  Box  2270  ' n 

Fort  Wayne,  IN  46801-2270 


A Literary  Governor 

* 

BY  THOMAS  LYNCH  MONTGOMERY,  LITT.D. 

PENNYPACKER,  Samuel  Whitaker,  jurist,  was  born  at 
Phoenixville,  Chester  County,  Penna.,  April  9,  1843. 
son  of  Isaac  Anderson  and  Anna  Maria  Whitaker  Pen- 
nypacker.  His  father  was  an  eminent  physician  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  Professor  of  Practice  in  the  Philadelphia  College 
of  Medicine.  His  grandfather,  Matthias  Pennypacker,  was  a 
member  of  the  State  Assembly  and  of  the  Constitutional  Con- 
vention of  1837.  His  mother  was  a daughter  of  Joseph  Whit- 
aker, a Pennsylvania-  iron-master.  The  family  is  of  Holland 
Dutch  extraction,  and  he  is  descended  from  Hendrick  Panne- 
becker,  1674-1754,  an  educated  man,  Surveyor  of  Lands  for 
the  Penns,  and  a conspicuous  figure  in  the  early  days  of  the 
Province.  Among  his  ancestors  are  many  men  prominent  in 
the  early  history  of  the  country — among  them  were  Abraham 
Op  den  Graeff,  Hermanus  Kuster,  Hendrick  Sellen, 
Peter  Conrad,  Cornelius  Tyson,  Hans  Peter  Umstat,  who^were 
Dutch  and  German  settlers  of  Germantown  ; Samuel  Richard- 
son, Judge  and  Provincial  Councillor  of  Pennsylvania;  John 
Bevan,  Provincial  Jurist;  Benjamin  Scott,  Provincial  Coun- 
cillor of  New  Jersey ; and  Major  Patrick  Anderson  of  the  Con- 
tinental Army.  He  is  descended  in  a direct  line  from  John 
of  Gaunt  and  Edward  III  c*f  England.  He  received  his  early 
education  at  the  Grovemonte  Seminary  at  Phoenixville  and 
at  the  Saunders  Institute,  West  Philadelphia.  He  prepared  for 
Yale  University  but  was  prevented  from  attending  that  insti- 
tution. In  1862  he  took  an  examination  for  a teacher’s  certifi- 
cate in  Montgomery  County,  and  taught  school  during  that 
winter  at  Mont  Clare.  In  1863  he  enlisted  and  was  sworn  in 
as  a United  States  Volunteer,  joining  Company  F of  Potts- 
town,  in  the  26th  Pennsylvania  Emergency  Regiment,  which 
met  the  first  onslaught  of  the  Confederate  forces  at  Gettysburg 
and  earned  the  distinction  of  a monument  on  the  battlefield. 
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On  his  retoABa*_£rQni •.  military  service  he  took  up  the  study.  of 
law,  entering  the  Law  Department  of  the  Universityof  Penn- 
sylvania and  registering  as  a law  student  in  the  office  of  the 
Hon.  Peter  McCall,  and^vas  admitted  to  the  bar  in  T866  and 
immediately  entered  intd  active  practice.  The  same  yeafl-he 
was  elected  President  of  the  Bancroft  Literary  iJmOTr~an<i  in 
1868  was  chosen  President  of  the  Law  Academy.  With  E.  G. 
Platt  and  Samuel  S.  Hollingsworth  he  edited  a “Digest  of 
the  English  Common  Law  Reports” ; he  prepared  4 volumes 
known  as  “Penny packer’s  Supreme  Court  Cases”  ; a volume 
of  Pennsylvania  ^Colonial  Cases,  and  has  aided  in  thtf^Yepara- 
tion  of  40  volumes  of  Weekly  Notes  of  Cases.  In.  1886  he  was 
appointed  member  of  the  Philadelphia  Board  oL;  Education 
from  the  29th  ward  ^nd  continued  a member  until  1889.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  Supreme  Court*of  the  United 
States. in  1887  and  ir|  1889  he  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Beaver  to  fill' a vacancy  on. the  Bench  of  Common  Pleas  caused 
by  the  elevation  of  Judge  James  T.  Mitchell  to  the  Supreme 
Court ; and  in  the  following  Autumn  was  elected  to  the  same 
office  b|'  a practically  unanimous  vote  of  both  parties  for  the 
term  of  ten  years,  and  in  1899  was  re-elected  for  a similar 
term-.  At  the  time  of  fnVnomination  for  the  Governorship  of 
Pennsylvania  by  the  Republican  State  Convention  he  was 
President  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  No.  2,  of 
Philadelphia.  Governor  Pennypacker  has  made  extensive  in- 
vestigations in  the^arly  history  of  Pennsylvania,  and  is  the 
author  of  about  40  books  and  papers,  several  of  which  have 
been  translated  into  Dutch  and  German.  His  library  contains 
8,000  books  of  early  Pennsylvania,  several  hundretLjii  which 
*are  from  the  press  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  and-iOi^tfoubtfuI 
whether  any  private  library  has  a better  collection  of  material 
relating  to  the  German  colonization  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1883 
at  the  celebration  of  the  Bi-Centennial  of  the  beginning  of 
German  Emigration  t$  America  in  Philadelphia,  he  delivered 
an  historical  address  for  which  he  received  the  official  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  German  .Emperor  through  Prince  Bismarck. 
Governor  Pennypacker  has  been  a Trustee  of  the  University 
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of  Pennsylvania  for  some  years  and  was  the.  author  of  an 
historical  pamphlet  which  fixed  the  pprigki  of  th^  University 
in  the  old  Aeaderrfy  of  Philadelphia  hi.  the  year  1740.  When 
he  became  Governor  he  insisted  upon  one  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  being  held  in  Harrisburg  in  accordance  with  the 
custom  established  when  the  College  of  Philadelphia  became 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  President  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  and  has  been  President  of.  the 
Pennsylvania  German  Society,  President  of  the  Netherland' 
Society  of-  Philadelphia,  Vice-President  of  the  Colonial  So?- 
ciety ; President  of  the  Philobiblon  Club,  and  a member  "oTThe 

- a 

American  Philosophical  Society  ; Vice-President  of  the  Sons  - 
of  the  Revolution;  Past  Commander  of  the  Frederick  Taylor 
Post  No.  19  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic;  member  of 
the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars;  and  of  the  Society  of  the  War 
of  1812.  For  a number  of  years  he  \vas  a member  of  the 
Valley  Forge  Commission ; member  of  the  Deutsche  Pionier 
Verein,  Deutsche  Gesellschaff;  Canstatter  Volksfest  Verein; 
and  the  President  of  the  26th  Emergency  Pennsylvania  Regi- 
ment Association.  He  has  received  the  degree  of  LL.D.  from 
Franklin*  and  Marshall  College  and  also  from  |he  University 
of  Pennsylvania.  The  most  important  of  his  recent  publica- 
tions is  “The  Settlement  of  Germantown,”  the  edition  of  which 
was  entirely  inadequate  to  the  demand.  When  Governor  of 
Pennsylvania  Governor  Pennypacker  devoted  his  attention  to 
.the  simplifying  of  the  laws  passed  by  the  Legislature,  and  to 
impressing  upon  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth  the  import-  - 
ance  of  the  historical  associations  of  their  State.  Immediately 
upon  entering  upon  office  he  incurred  the  criticism  of  a number 
of  newspapers  by  his  approval  of  an  act  to  authorize  civil 
actions  for  the  recovery  of  damages  arising  from  newspaper 
publications  negligently  made,  and  requiring  every  newspaper 
to  print  in  a conspicuous  place  in  each  issue  the  names  of  the 
owners,  proprietors,  or  publishers,  and  the  managing  editors 
of  the  same.  Governor  Pennypacker  allowed  the  freest  dis- 
cussion concerning  this  bill,  and  held  a special  meeting  so  that 
the  representatives  of  the  press  could  present  their  arguments 
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against  its  passage.-  Completely  routed  in  the  argument  which 
resulted  in  tfl^SpprOval  of  the  biH  by,the  Governor,  tlj^ftpws'- 
paper  forces  showed  their . disapproval  by  the  most  insolent 
personal  'allusions,  but  nothing  they  have  been  able  to  do  has^ 
affected  the  status  of  the  bill,  which  contains  only  that  whicjji 
is  logical  and  right,  granting  to  the  newspapers  the  fullest  pow- 
ers in.  the  discussion  of  public  affairs,  and  at  the*  sarrie~lime 
stating  that  they  must  use  reasonable  care  in  the  ascertainment 
of  facts  affecting  the  character,  reputation  or  business  of  citi- 
zens. Owing  to  his  efforts  the  volume  of  laws  passed  at  the 
1903  session  of  the  General  Assembly  has  become  famous  in 
the  legal  profession.  A great  deal  of  verbosity  usually-found 
in  such  acts  has  been  done  away  with.  His  strict  integrity  of 
purpose  and  knowledge  of  the  affairs  pertaining  to --the  State 
have  won  for  him  the  high  regard  of  the  citizens  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  at  the  same  time  the  political  elements  connected 
with  the  Legislature  declare  him  to  have  been  the  most  level- 
headed administrative  heali  that  Pennsylvania  has  had  within 
the  recollection  of  the  oldest  member. 

Mr.  Pennypacker  was  not  popular, with  McManus,  who  was 
the  leading  political  leader  of  the  time  of  his  appointment  as 
judge,  but  he  was  with  the  lieutenants,  and  through  the  co- 
operation with  these  and  a Vigorous  committee  of  lawyers  he 
was  finally  appointed"  and  became  the  most  popular  judge  in 
the  Philadelphia  courts.  The  soundness  of  his  law,  his  in- 
dubitable industry,  arid  the  judicial  fairness  of  Jus  tempera- 
ment were  all  thorougliiyvappreciated  by  the  legal  profession 
who  fought  to  have  their  cases  brought  into  his  court. 

My  first  association  with  him  was  in'  connection  with  the 
appointment  of  the  Successor  to  Mrs.  Mumford  in  'tljg^Board 
of  Education  in  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Wolf  was  finally^ chosen, 
but  the  friendship  then  formed  was  uninterrupted  thereafter. 
Upon  going  to  Harrisburg  I outlined  the  formation  of  the 
Division  of  Public  Recoils,  the  State  Museum,  and  the  re- 
classification and  re-cataloguing  of  the  entire  collection  of 
books.  I also  explained  to  him  the  work  of  the  Legislative 
Reference  Bureau  in  Madison,  Wisconsin.  He  never  lost  an 
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opportunity  of  forwarding  any  one  of  my  plans'  bur  he  ad- 
vised the  postponing  of  the  formation  of  the  Legislative  Refer- 
ence Bureau  until  the  other  departments*TweT&  solidified  and  this 
was  filially  established  in  Governor  Stuar-t’s  time.  His  “Kitchen 
Cabinet,”  as  he  laughingly  called  it,  consisted  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Lynch,  Mr.  Bromley  Wharton  and  myself,  and  to^s  he  would 
read  his  responses  to  communications  relating  to  the  public 
welfare.  It  is  perhaps  needless  to  say  that  he  did  not  always 
adopt  the  conclusions  of  this  cabinet,  but  he  did  increase  the 
respect  on  their  part  for  his  undoubted  personal  bravery,  ready  • 
wit,  and  the  . wide  extent  of  his  information.  He  read  fluently  _ 
in  German,  Dutch,  French  and  Latin,  spoke  in^German-  ~ ' 
French,  and  had  a facility  in  deciphering  badly  written  and  in- 
distinct manuscripts  which  was  truly  wonderful.  The  news- ' * 
papers  would  have  it  that  his  vanity  was  hurt  by  the  attacks  ~ 
of  the  cartoonist  and  by  the  allusions  to  his  antiquarian  in- 
terests. This  was  not  the  case.  I have  seen  him  laughing 
heartily  at  DeMar  cartoons,  but  he  despised  vulgarity  and 
scorned  mere  abuse. 

I have  often  examined  his  books,  about  8,000 -in  number. 
Some  of  these  were  sold  in  1905-6,  but  he  retained  a large  col- 
lection of  -things  relating  to  the  PerkJomen  Valley  and  every- 
thing alluditig  to  the  Pennypacker  family  or  any  of  its  ramifi- 
cations. Some  years  ago  the  Schwenk  felders  formed  a com- 
mittee to  report  all  the  works  of  Emanuel  Schwenkfeld,  con- 
sisting of  some  96  titles.  A representative  was  sent  abroad 
who  went  all  the 'way  up  the  Rhine  into  Switzerland  and  he 
brought  back  information  as  to  50  of  the  96.  Some  one  hap- 
pened to  mention  this  matter  to  the  Governor  and  he  gravely 
remarked,  “Why  didn’t  they  come  to  me?  I have  90  of  the 
96  in  my  own  collection.” 

He  had  a collection  of  pamphlets  upon  the  subject  of  Elec-  - 
tricity  which  came  from  the  library  of  Benjamin  Franklin. 

He  had  the  original  manuscript  autobiography  of  Benjamin 
West,  in  which  he  describes  his  painting  of  500  large  pictures. 

He  had  Bohm’s  “Treatise  Against  the  Moravians”  pointed  by 
Bradford  in  1742,  which  at  that  time  was  proclaimed  the  only 
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known  copy.  He  had  two  of  the  treatises  of  Peter  Cornelius 

Plockhov  Way  “to  Peace;  a Settlement  of  thes^^tiCTis,11* 

printed  in  1659  ; and  his  treatise  for  colonizing  artisans  on  the 
« * . . 

Delaware.  Governor  Pennypacker  practically  rediscovered 

Piockhoy,  who  actually  conducted  a Mennonite  settlemei|t  at 
Hore  Kill  on  the  Delaware  for  years.  In  1664  Sir  Robert  Carr 
destroyed  the  settlement  and  the  people  were  dispersed.  Thirty 
years  later  PlockhoV  wandered  into  Germantown  with  his  wife, 
where  the  settlers  gave  him  a lot,  built  him  a house  and  made 
him  a garden.  This  latter  treatise  is  of  the  greatest  rarity. 
It  was  purchased  bv  Governor  Pennypacker  at  the  Barlow 
sale  for  a trifle,  as  it  had  escaped  the  eye  of  the  book'shark. 
Plockhoy’s  “Way  to  Peace’’  is  addressed  to  Cromwell  and  ex- 
plains his  socialistic  plans.  He  was  the  first  >to  denounce 
slavery  in  America.  He  had  the  rare  book  published  by  David 
deVries  on  his  journeys  to  the  New  Netherlands.  He  had 
a splendid  collection  of  ^oor  Richard  Almanacs  ; the  manuscript 
hymn-book  of  Johanms  Kelpius  and  the  other  hermits  of  the 
Wissahickon  ; the  Original  Manuscript  Fee  Book  of  the  firm 
of  Lincoln  & Herndon,  12  pages  being  written  by  Lincoln  and 
the  bajAnce  in  the  hand  of  his  partner;  a unique  volume  of 
pamphlets,  gathered  and  bound  by  General  Washington,  with 
his  autograph  and  book *plate.  This  volume  brought,  when 
sold  $525.  The  excessively  rare  first  map  of  Pennsylvania, 
published  in  London  in  1690  by  Thomas  Holme;  Bradford’s 
“Laws  .of  Pennsylvania,”  1714;  Count  Zinze.ndorf’s  copy  of 
Dr.  William  Smiths  “Brief  State  of  the  Provinces”  with  his 
autograph  notes ; Henry  Dearborn’s  original  manuscript  order- 
ly book  at  Valley  Forge  ; Louden’s  “Narratives,”  Carlisle,  1808. 

His  work  for  the  Historical  Society  of  Penrtsyl"ua8j^P\vas  in- 
sistent and  successful.  The  Librarian  has  made  "an  estimate 
of  the  value  of  his  efforts  in  this  direction*. including  the  sums 
voted  to  the  Society  during  his  Governorship,  and  found  that 
they  approach  $425, Qf)0.  He  was  the  second  President  of 
the  Philobiblon  Club,  and  always  opened  the  series  of  meetings 
each  year  with  a dissertation,  bringing  in  any  new  or  little- 
known  material  concerning  Pennsylvania  and  Pennsylvanians. 
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The  Hermits  of  the  Wissahickon,  Book  Collecting,  Bayard 
'Taylor,  and.  Thomas  Buchanan  Reed  were  some  of  the  titles 

«•  W 

and  he  read  to  them  most  entertaining  extracts  from  the  short- 
hand notes  of  CQnversations  he  had  herd  with  the  oldest  citizens 
of  the  Perkiomen  Valley.  ^ 

He  was  famous  as  a book  hunter.  Mention  has  been  made 
of  Plockhoy’s  “Way  to  Peace,”  which  he  bought  for  a trifle 
and  sold  for  $425.00.  He  found  the  manuscript  hymns  of  the 
Hermits  of  the  Wissahickon  in  some  discarded  papers  and 
the  story  of  his  purchase  of  the  second  edition  of  Poe’s  poems 
for  60  cents  when  only  one  copy  of  it^was  knoyn,  and  hi^qg- 
version  of  this  by  exchange  into  hundreds  of  dcjlars  worth  of 
things  he  wanted  is  well  known. 

Pennypacker’s  Mills,  the  Governor’s  country  home,  situated 
near  Schwenksville  in  the  Perkiomen  Valley  is  a farm  of  about 
150  acres.  The  house  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  existence  in  that 
valley.  It  was  built  in  1720  by  Hans  Y'ost  Heijt,  of  German- 
town, who  afterwards  led  a colony  into  Virginia.  It  was  at 
the  terminus  of  the  Skippack  Road,  starting  from  Philadelphia, 
and  was  the  camping  place  of  the  Continental  Army  after  the 
Battle  of  Brandywine.  Washington  used  the  house  as  his  head- 
quarters,-and  wrote  a number  of  letters  from  {hence,  three  of 
which  were  in  the  Governor’s  possession.  Later  the  Army 
marched  down  the  Skippack  Road  and  fought  the  Battle  of 
Germantown  and  retreated  again  to  Pennypacker’s  Mills.  The 
house  contains  a great  deal  of  interest  outside  of  the  library. 
A great  many  of  the  early  instruments  and  utensils  are  found 
here  together  with  stoves,  tulip-ware  pottery,  bee-hives,  pewter 
ware,  and  baskets.  It  is  said  to  be  the  only  headquarters  of 
General  Washington  remaining  in  the  name  of  the  family 
which  occupied  it  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution. 

He  did  away  with  the  Coal  and  Iron  Police  and  established" 
the  State  Constabulary.  He  obeyed  the  Constitution  of  the 
State  and  apportioned  it  into  Senatorial  and  Representative 
Districts.  1 he  “Greater  Pittsburgh”  consolidation  act  was 
passed.  1 he  “Good  Roads”  movement  was  started  in  Penn- 
sylvania against  the  bitterest  opposition,  and  300  miles  of  good 
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roads  were  built  during  his  term.  He  established  the  present 
Department  of^+teafth — the  most  important,  of  its  kind^^^ieT' 
United  States.  He  not  only  forwarded  the  work  at  Valley 
Fo"rge,  but'his  campaign  in  favor  of  that  wonderful  camp  has. 
made  it  a more  important  Mecca  for  travelers  than  Bunker  j 
Hill.  ^The  State  debt  was  obliterated  in  his  term.  He  fur-  - 
thered  aji  appropriation  to  deepen  the  channel  of  the  Delaware.  * 
He  protected  the  waters  of  the  State.  He  called  a special  ses- 
sion in  1906  which  passed  the  Uniform  primaries  act,  the  Cor- 
rupt practices  act,  and  other  needed  legislation.  He  appointed 
Philander  C.  Knox  to  the  Senate. 

In  the  little  leisure  time  which  he  allowed  himself  Go’vSFntj’r 

Pennypacker  delighted  in  long  walks  through  the  country  side, 

and  all  the  surroundings  of  Harrisburg  were  well  known  to 

him.  One  of  his  favorite  walks  was  through  Wetzel’s  Swamp 

and  over  . the  First  Mountain,  returning  by  way  of  “the  River 

Road.  He  would  often  walk  ten  or  twelve  miles  without 

fatigue,  and  he  showed  hir^self  thoroughly  familiar  with  the 

bird  and  plant  life,  and  was  particularly  well  informed  as  to 

the  native  trees.  Another  favorite  exercise  was  to  the  top  of  • 

Fort  Washington,  where  he  encamped  for  some  days  before 

the  Battle  of  Gettysburg,  and  he  would  point  with  pride  to 

the  trenches  which  he  had  helped  to  dig.  Fie  was  one  of  the 

most  democratic  of  men,  and  his  door  was  generally  wide  open. 

I have  heard  a great  many  leading  citizens  say  that  they  never 

heard  him  make  an  address  without  learning  something  from 
# ' - # 

him.  His  voice  was  peculiar,  but  his  enunciation  clear.  He 
spoke  entirely  without  notes,  and  seemed  never  to  hesitate  for 
the  proper  word.  It  may  be  truly  said  of  him  that  there  were 
only  two  classes  of  people  who  did  not  appreciate  hinx~Qne 
consisted  of  those  who  did  not  care  to  know  him,  and  tH^&fier 
of  those  who  were  too  stupid  to  understand  him. 
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